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becoming a regimented nation, although in its main outlines this
regimentation cannot be said to be either Fascism or Nazism. It is
very far from either. There is to be no single political party, as iu
Italy and Germany, but rather an absence of all parties, the whole
country being held together in individual loyalty to the Emperor.
While there are as yet no concentration camps, the police and the
crendarmes are busy cracking down hard on all who violate the
principles of the " new structure," which involves an economical way
of life and a general frowning upon most forms of light-heartedness,
bright colours, fun, sport, and general gaiety, so much loved by the
Japanese, and, of course, " dangerous thoughts.5' I fear that the
traditional Japanese smile will become less and less evident. Every
day the press announces some new restriction, some important, some
trivial, and their cumulative effect is imposing.
We are preparing a dispatch in which some of these restrictions
will be listed. They run all the way from announcements in matters
of foods and dress and behaviour to one perfectly serious statement
that concubines may no longer have telephones. What a blow to the
Romeos ! Several of the golf clubs have announced that hereafter
there shall be no tournaments for trophies, no caddies, no week-day
playing, no players under the age of twenty, no arriving at the courses
in automobiles, no wearing of knickerbockers in trains or trams, and
that all silver trophies possessed by members shall be turned in to be
melted up for the good of the nation. It is furthermore emphasized
in the announcement that golf is to be played hereafter only for the
purpose of building up physical stamina. Again, what a blow to a
golfer's paradise, as I have often called Japan. Gambling in all
forms is likewise frowned upon. Music is still permitted, but the
radio is more than ever inclined to blare martial airs and patriotic
songs, which, with the Japanese nasal method of singing, are too
horrible to tolerate. Alas, alas, what a life !
American-Japanese relations are marking time. In a recent instruc-
tion I saw indications that our Government may be getting ready
to show its teeth, an instruction which I highly applauded. Outright
invasion of French Indo-China has been held in check in spite of
military pressure, but if it should become evident that Germany
is going to win the " Battle of Britain " I would look for an early
move not only on Indo-China but likewise on Hong Kong and
probably, eventually, the Netherlands East Indies. I assume that an
attempted invasion of the Netherlands Indies would inevitably bring
us into a frontal clash with Japan, but I do not think that this
is likely to happen just now, first, because I have never for a moment
doubted and do not now doubt Great Britain's ability to win the
war in the end, and second, because the Konoye Government will
probably take a long time attempting peaceful penetration into the
Indies through pressure diplomacy before embarking on the hazards
of an outright invasion; that is, if the Government can control
the Army and Navy. If their control is too strong, I look for further

